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OSTRICH

OS'TRICH, the largest of the existing
birds. It is a native of Africa and Asia, and
was formerly found in great numbers in the
wild state. After the ostrich plume became
a fashionable adornment for women's hats
and dress trimming1, the bird was hunted
and exported in such numbers to stock ostrich,
farms that it is now extant only in the more
inaccessible regions of its native haunts,

Physical Characteristics. The full-grown
male stands seven or eight feet high and
weighs 200 pounds or more. It has a fiat
head, a stout beak, large eyes, and small, use-
less wings. The neck and thighs are nearly
bare, but the body is covered with feathers.

OSTRICH AND YOUNG-

To the ancients it was known as the camel
bird, a name suggested not only by its ap-
pearance but by its peculiar humping gait.
Its voice is similar to that of a lion, but has
a peculiar hissing' intonation. The males are
shiny black, with white wings and tails. The
females and young birds are of dull brown
color, and when hatched the chicks are
stripecL

The ostrich is a timid bird and has great
(Speed, often outstripping the fleetest Arabian

horse. When hunted it usually runs in a
circle, and while^ because of its speed, it is
impossible for a single horseman to over-
take it, a number of hunters can capture it
by surrounding1 and closing in on their prey.
The bird is either lassoed or killed with a
spear, rifle, or arrow.

This strange bird, like all other species, is
peculiarly fitted to its environment. Its toes,
two in number, are padded, thus providing
protection from the hot sands of arid places
and from rocky soil, where its incredible
speed forces a heavy impact with the ground.
Furthermore, it can go for several days
without water, a fortunate circumstance
when it is driven long distances from water
supply by wild enemies or by hunters. In
defense, its kick has been known to kill men
and horses.

The food of the ostrich in the wild state
consists of almost anything it can find in the
way of herbs, seeds and fruits. In captivity,
the birds are usually fed upon alfalfa or
some other form of grass or clover, with
occasional variations of fruit.

Family Life. In the wild state several
females accompany one male, and all lay
their eggs in the same nest, which is a mere
hollow in the sand. The eggs weigh about
three pounds each, with, shells so thick and
strong that they serve the African natives as
bowls and cups. In warm countries the
eggs are left to be warmed by the sun during
the day and the male bird sits upon them at
night. In captivity, however, when the birds
attain their full growth, at about four years,
they pair, and each pair is kept in a sepa-
rate enclosure. Here the nest is made, and
about eighteen eggs are laid, upon which the
female sits during the day and the male at
night; forty-two days are needed for
hatching.

Ostrich Stock Farms. Large ostrich farms
have been established in the southern parts
of California and in Arizona, as well as in
British South Africa and in other countries
where the climate is suitable for raising the
birds. They are so voracious that their up-
keep proves quite expensive when fashion's
vagaries or when interference with commerce,
as in the World Warr affects the plume mar-
ket. But if the demand for plumes is great,
the industry is lucrative, as an ostrich may
attain the age of eighty,} The black and
white plumes are obtained from the male
bird, and the brown ones from the female.